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INDIA'S CABLE
INDUSTRY AMID
SHIFTING MEDIA
LANDSCAPES AND

POLICY OVERHAULS
The cable industry faced a pivotal juncture in 2024

as its subscriber base  nearly halved, with the decline
projected to continue. The transition to digital networks is
accelerating, signaling a significant transformation within
the broadcasting landscape.

BOLD NATIONAL BROADCAST POLICY
In April 2024, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of

India (TRAI) released a Consultation Paper outlining
recommendations for a new National Broadcast Policy
(NBP). The goal is to establish a business-friendly regulatory
framework to foster growth across the media and
entertainment sectors. This policy roadmap seeks to attract
investments, ensure policy and regulatory stability, and
expand the consumer base.

KEY OBJECTIVES OF THE POLICY
♦ Position India as a global media and entertainment

hub.

maIiDyaa pirdRSya AaOrmaIiDyaa pirdRSya AaOrmaIiDyaa pirdRSya AaOrmaIiDyaa pirdRSya AaOrmaIiDyaa pirdRSya AaOr
naIitgat badlaavaao MnaIitgat badlaavaao MnaIitgat badlaavaao MnaIitgat badlaavaao MnaIitgat badlaavaao M
ko baIca Baart kako baIca Baart kako baIca Baart kako baIca Baart kako baIca Baart ka

kobala ]Vaogakobala ]Vaogakobala ]Vaogakobala ]Vaogakobala ]Vaoga
kobala ]Vaoga kao baIto vaYa- 2024 maoM ek mah%vapUNa- maaoD, ka

saamanaa krnaa pD,a¸ @yaaoMik [sako ga`ahk AaQaar maoM lagaBaga AaQao kmaI Aa
gayaI hO̧  AaOr yah igaravaT jaarI rhnao ka Anaumaana hO.iDijaTla naoTvak- maoM
tojaI sao badlaava hao rha hO¸ jaao p`saarNa pirdRSya maoM ek mah%vapUNa-
pirvat-na ka saMkot dota hO.
saahisak raYT/Iya p`saarNa naIitsaahisak raYT/Iya p`saarNa naIitsaahisak raYT/Iya p`saarNa naIitsaahisak raYT/Iya p`saarNa naIitsaahisak raYT/Iya p`saarNa naIit

Ap̀Ola 2024 maoM̧  BaartIya dUrsaMcaar ivainayaamak p̀aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́
nao ek pramaSa-p~ jaarI ikyaa¸ ijasamaoM nayaI raYT/Iya p`saarNa naIit ³enapIbaI´
ko ilae AnauSaMsaayaoM batayaI gayaI hOM.[saka laxya maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana
xao~aoM maoM ivakasa kao baZ,avaa donao ko ilae ek vyavasaaya AnaukUla ivainayaamak
Z,aMcaa sqaaipt krnaa hO.yah naIit raoDmaOp inavaoSa AakiYa-t krnao̧  naIit
AaOr ivainayaamak isqarta sauinaiScat krnao AaOr ]pBaao@ta AaQaar ka
ivastar krnao ka p`yaasa krta hO.
naIit ko ma u#ya ]_oSyanaIit ko ma u#ya ]_oSyanaIit ko ma u#ya ]_oSyanaIit ko ma u#ya ]_oSyanaIit ko ma u#ya ]_oSya

♦ Baart kao vaOiSvak maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana koMd` ko $p maoM sqaaipt
krnaa,
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♦ Adopt a technology-neutral approach aligned with
international best practices.

♦ Facilitate job creation, skill development, and
support start-ups.

♦ Promote local content and strengthen public service
broadcasting.

♦ Safeguard content against piracy.

INDIA’S BROADCASTING LANDSCAPE
♦ India’s broadcasting ecosystem includes 326

broadcasters, 887 registered MSOs, one HITS
operator, four pay DTH operators, and one free DTH
platform, DD Free Dish (Prasar Bharati).

♦ Active subscribers include 63.52 million DTH users,
approximately 62 million cable TV users, 2.5 million
HITS subscribers, and 45 million DD Free Dish
viewers.

♦ As of 2021, India had 302.42 million households, of
which 182 million have access to television, leaving
over 100 million “TV Dark” homes.

LEGACY DISTRIBUTION
Despite the vast potential to penetrate TV Dark

homes, key hurdles persist:
1. Free Dish

Dominance: DD
Free Dish has
already captured 45
million viewers,
primarily in rural
areas.

2. Cost Disparities: TV
channels on
broadcaster apps
are significantly
cheaper than on
c a b l e / D T H
platforms, driving
mobile TV
consumption.

3. OTT Disruption: JioCinema’s Rs. 29/month premium
plan, launched in April 2024, democratizes high-
quality entertainment, providing an affordable
alternative to cable and DTH.
To stay relevant, the cable and DTH sectors must

pivot to high-speed broadband delivery, necessitating
heavy investments in fiber infrastructure or partnerships
with telecom companies.

♦ AMtrraYT/Iya savaao-<ama p̀qaaAaoM ko Anau$p p̀aOVaoigakI tTsqa dRiYTkaoNa
Apnaanaa

♦ raojagaar kaOSala ivakasa AaOr sTaT-Ap kao sahayata p`dana krnaa
♦ sqaanaIya saamaga`I kao baZ,avaa donaa AaOr saava-jainak saovaa p`saarNa kao

majabaUt krnaa.
♦ saamaga`I kao payarosaI bacaanaa.

Baart ka p`saarNa pirdRSyaBaart ka p`saarNa pirdRSyaBaart ka p`saarNa pirdRSyaBaart ka p`saarNa pirdRSyaBaart ka p`saarNa pirdRSya
♦ Baart ko p̀saarNa pairisqaitkI tM~ maoM 326 p̀saark¸ 887 pMjaIkRt

emaesaAao̧  ek ihT\sa¸ 4 po DITIeca AâproTr va ek mauFt
DITIeca PlaoTfâma-̧  DIDI ÍI iDSa ³p̀saar BaartI´ Saaimala hO.

♦ saiËya ga`ahkaoM maoM 63º52 imailayana DITIeca ]pyaaogakta-̧  lagaBaga
62 imailayana kobala TIvaI ]pyaaogakta-̧  2º5 imailayana ihT\sa
ga`ahk AaOr 45 imailayana DIDI ÍIiDSa dSa-k Saaimala hOM.

♦ 2021 tk Baart maoM 302º42 imailayana Gar qao̧  ijasamaoM sao 182
imailayana ko pasa TIvaI kI sauivaQaa hO̧  ijasasao 100 imailayana sao
AiQak ‘TIvaI Dak-’ Gar rh gayao hOM.

ivarasat ivatrNaivarasat ivatrNaivarasat ivatrNaivarasat ivatrNaivarasat ivatrNa

TIvaI Dak- haomsa maoM p`vaoSa krnao kI Apar xamata ko baavajaUd¸ p`mauK
baaQaayaoM banaI hu[- hOM:

1º ÍI iDSa ka p`Bau%va:1º ÍI iDSa ka p`Bau%va:1º ÍI iDSa ka p`Bau%va:1º ÍI iDSa ka p`Bau%va:1º ÍI iDSa ka p`Bau%va: DIDI
ÍI iDSa nao phlao hI 45 imailayana
dSa-kaoM kao AakiYa-t ikyaa hO̧
mau#ya $p sao ga`amaINa xao~aoM maoM.

22222º la a g at Asa m a a n atay a o M :º l a a g at Asa m a a n atay a o M :º l a a g at Asa m a a n atay a o M :º l a a g at Asa m a a n atay a o M :º l a a g at Asa m a a n atay a o M :
maaOjaUda samaya maoM p`saarNa eop pr
T ola I iv ajan a ca O n ala¸ k ob ala
TolaIivajanaÀ DITIeca PlaoTfa^ma-
kI tulanaa maoM kafI sasto hOM̧  ijasasao
maaobaa[la TolaIivajana kI Kpt

saBaI vaga- ko dSa-kaoM maoM baZ, rhI hO.

3º AaoTITI vyavaQaana:3º AaoTITI vyavaQaana:3º AaoTITI vyavaQaana:3º AaoTITI vyavaQaana:3º AaoTITI vyavaQaana: Ap`Ola 2024 maoM laa^nca ikyaa gayaa ijayaao
isanaomaa ka 29 Épyao ka p`Iimayama Plaana¸ ]cca gauNava<aa vaalao
manaaorMjana kao laaoktaMi~k banaata hO̧  kobala va DITIeca ka ek
ikfayatI ivaklp p`dana krta hO.
p̀asaMigak banao rhnao ko ilae¸ kobala va DITIeca kao ha[- spID

bàâDbaOMD iDlaIvarI pr Qyaana donaa haogaa¸ ijasako ilae fa[bar [MÍasT/@car maoM
BaarI inavaoSa yaa dUrsaMcaar kMpinayaaoM ko saaqa saaJaodarI kI AavaSyakta haogaI.
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MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT SECTOR
OUTLOOK

The Indian M&E sector is expected to grow at a
CAGR of 10%, adding INR 763 billion by 2026 to reach INR
3.1 trillion. Key contributors include:

♦ New Media: Driving 61% of growth.
♦ Television: Contributing INR 765 billion by 2026, with

a modest CAGR of 3.2%.
♦ Connected TVs: Projected to reach 100 million by

2030 as wired broadband and 5G scale up.
By 2030, active screens are expected to touch 1

billion, comprising 240 million large screens (TVs) and 760
million small screens (mobiles, tablets).
Strategic Recommendations

♦ Develop cross-
platform programming
to integrate Pay TV,
Free TV, and
Connected TV.

♦ Bundle FAST (Free
Ad-Supported TV)
products across
devices and platforms.

♦ Consolidate regional
OTT players and
optimize content costs
to manage churn.

THE ROLE OF TRAI IN SHAPING THE FUTURE
TRAI’s recommendations aim to:

1. Establish a Consistent Regulatory Framework:
Ensure fair competition, consumer protection, and
content integrity.

2. Encourage Innovation: Leverage emerging
technologies like VR and AR to position India as a
global content hub.

3. Strengthen Public Broadcasting: Provide Prasar
Bharati with resources to enhance its OTT platforms
and broadcasting infrastructure.

4. Expand DTT Services: Privatising Digital Terrestrial
Television (DTT) could cover TV Dark homes and
bridge the digital divide.

SATELLITE BROADBAND: THE NEXT
FRONTIER

The satellite broadband race is heating up, with
players like Jio SpaceFibre, Airtel OneWeb, SpaceX Starlink,
and Amazon Kuiper vying for market share. While satellite

maIiDyaa AaOr manaa or Mjana xa o~ ka dRiYTkaoNamaIiDyaa AaOr manaa or Mjana xa o~ ka dRiYTkaoNamaIiDyaa AaOr manaa or Mjana xa o~ ka dRiYTkaoNamaIiDyaa AaOr manaa or Mjana xa o~ ka dRiYTkaoNamaIiDyaa AaOr manaa or Mjana xa o~ ka dRiYTkaoNa
BaartIya maIiDyaa AaOr manaaorMjana xao~ ko 10‰ saIejaIAar sao baZ,nao kI
]mmaId hO̧  jaao 2026 tk 763 ibailayana Épyao jaaoD,kr 3º1 iT/ilayana
Épyao tk phuMca jaayaogaa.mau#ya yaaogadana kta-AaoM maoM Saaimala hO:

♦♦♦♦♦ nayaa maIiDyaa:nayaa maIiDyaa:nayaa maIiDyaa:nayaa maIiDyaa:nayaa maIiDyaa: 61‰ kI dr sao baZ, rha hO
♦♦♦♦♦ TolaIivajana:TolaIivajana:TolaIivajana:TolaIivajana:TolaIivajana: 2026 tk 3º2‰ kI maamaUlaI saIejaIAar ko

saaqa 765 ibailayana Épyao ka yaaogadana dogaa.
♦♦♦♦♦ knao@ToD TIvaI:knao@ToD TIvaI:knao@ToD TIvaI:knao@ToD TIvaI:knao@ToD TIvaI: vaayaD- ba`a^DbaOMD AaOr 5jaI ko ivastar ko karNa

2030 tk 100 imailayana tk phuMcanao ka Anaumaana hO.
2030 tk saiËya sËIna kI saM#yaa 1 ibailayana tk phuMcanao kI

]mmaId hO̧  ijasamaoM 240 imailayana baD,I sËIna ³TIvaI´ AaOr 760 imailayana
CaoTI sËIna ³maaobaa[la´ Saaimala hOM.
rNanaIitk Ana usa MSaya o MrNanaIitk Ana usa MSaya o MrNanaIitk Ana usa MSaya o MrNanaIitk Ana usa MSaya o MrNanaIitk Ana usa MSaya o M

♦ po TIvaI¸ ÍI TIvaI AaOr
knao@ToD TIvaI kao ekIkRt krnao ko
ilae Ëâsa PlaoTfâma- p̀aogàaimaMga ivakisat
kroM.
♦ ]pkrNa AaOr PlaoTfa^ma- pr
efeesaTI ³ÍI eD–sapao-ToD TIvaI´
]%padaoM kao baMDla kroM.
♦ xao~Iya AaoTITI iKlaaiD,yaaoM kao
ekjauT kroM AaOr cana- kao p`baMiQat
krnao ko ilae saamaga`I laagataoM kao
AnaukUilat kroM.

BaivaYya kao Aakar donao mao M T/a[- kI BaUimakaBaivaYya kao Aakar donao mao M T/a[- kI BaUimakaBaivaYya kao Aakar donao mao M T/a[- kI BaUimakaBaivaYya kao Aakar donao mao M T/a[- kI BaUimakaBaivaYya kao Aakar donao mao M T/a[- kI BaUimaka
T/a[- kI isafairSaaoM ka laxya hO:

1º ek sausa Mgat ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa sqaaipt krnaa:ek sausa Mgat ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa sqaaipt krnaa:ek sausa Mgat ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa sqaaipt krnaa:ek sausa Mgat ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa sqaaipt krnaa:ek sausa Mgat ivainayaamak Z,a Mcaa sqaaipt krnaa: inaYpxa
p̀itspQaa-̧  ]pBao@ta saMrxaNa va saamagàI AKMDta sauinaiScat krnaa.

2º navaacaar kao p`ao%saaiht kroM: navaacaar kao p`ao%saaiht kroM: navaacaar kao p`ao%saaiht kroM: navaacaar kao p`ao%saaiht kroM: navaacaar kao p`ao%saaiht kroM: Baart kao vaOiSvak saamaga`I koMd`
ko $p maoM sqaaipt krnao ko ilae vaIAar AaOr eAar jaOsaI
]BartI hu[- tknaIkaoM ka laaBa ]zayaoM.

3º saava-jainak p`saarNa kao majabaUt kroM:saava-jainak p`saarNa kao majabaUt kroM:saava-jainak p`saarNa kao majabaUt kroM:saava-jainak p`saarNa kao majabaUt kroM:saava-jainak p`saarNa kao majabaUt kroM: p`saar BaartI kao
Apnao AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr p`saarNa bauinayaadI Z,aMcao kao baZ,anao
ko ilae saMsaaQana p`dana kroM.

4º DITITI saovaaAaoM ka ivastar:DITITI saovaaAaoM ka ivastar:DITITI saovaaAaoM ka ivastar:DITITI saovaaAaoM ka ivastar:DITITI saovaaAaoM ka ivastar: iDijaTla ToroisT/yala TolaIivajana
³DITITI´ ka inajaIkrNa TIvaI Dak- haoma kao kvar sakta hO
AaOr iDijaTla ]pkrNaaoM kao paT sakta hO.

saOTolaa[T ba`a ^Dba O MD: Agalaa maa ocaa -sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^Dba O MD: Agalaa maa ocaa -sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^Dba O MD: Agalaa maa ocaa -sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^Dba O MD: Agalaa maa ocaa -sa OTolaa[T ba`a ^Dba O MD: Agalaa maa ocaa -
saOTolaa[T bàâDbaOMD kI daOD, toja hao rhI hO̧  ijasamaoM ijayaao sposafa[bar¸

eyarTola vaoba¸ sposae@sa sTarilaMk AaOr Amaojana ku[pr jaOsao iKlaaD,I
baajaar maoM ihssaodarI ko ilae haoD, kr rho hOM.saOTolaa[T ba`a^DbaOMD dUrdraja
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broadband offers high-speed internet in remote areas, its
steep pricing (Rs. 5,000-Rs.10,000/month) makes it less
competitive against cable internet for now.
Key Developments:

♦ Reliance Jio is integrating satellite broadband with
telecom services.

♦ Airtel OneWeb targets B2B services using a LEO
satellite constellation.

♦ SpaceX Starlink awaits regulatory clearance for
Indian operations.

♦ Amazon’s Project Kuiper plans to deploy 3,236
satellites globally, including India.

CONCLUSION
The Indian broadcasting industry is at a crossroads,

grappling with rapid technological advancements and
shifting consumer preferences. TRAI’s push for a data-
driven policy framework, robust regulatory mechanisms,
and technological neutrality is crucial for sustainable
growth.

While OTT platforms and satellite broadband
dominate headlines, legacy distribution must adapt swiftly
to remain competitive. The future hinges on collaborative
efforts between stakeholders to build a thriving, inclusive
ecosystem that caters to diverse consumer needs while
fostering innovation and investment. 

maoM ha[- spID [MTrnaoT p`dana krta hO̧  [sakI }McaI kImat ³5–10 hjaar
Épyao p`it maah´ kobala [MTrnaoT ko maukabalao kma p`itspQaI- banaatI hO.
mah%vap UNa - ivakasamah%vap UNa - ivakasamah%vap UNa - ivakasamah%vap UNa - ivakasamah%vap UNa - ivakasa

♦ irlaayaMsa ijayaao saOTolaa[T ba`a^DbaOMD kao dUrsaMcaar saovaaAaoM ko saaqa
ekIkRt kr rha hO.

♦ eyarTola vanavaoba ilayaao saOTolaa[T samaUh ka ]pyaaoga krko baI2baI
saovaaAaoM kao laixat krta hO.

♦ sposae@sa sTarilaMk BaartIya pircaalana ko ilae ivainayaamak maMjaUrI
ka [Mtjaar kr rha hO.

♦ Amaojana ko p`aojao@T ku[pr kI yaaojanaa Baart saiht vaOiSvakstr
pr 3236 saOTolaa[TaoM kao tOnaat krnao kI hO.

inaYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -i n aYkYa -
BaartIya p`saarNa ]Vaoga ek caaOraho pr KD,a hO jaao tojaI sao hao

rhI tknaIkI     p`gait AaOr badlatI ]pBaao@ta p`aqaimaktaAaoM sao jaUJa rha
hO.DoTa saMcaailat naIit Z,aMcao̧  majabaUt ivainayaamak tM~ AaOr tknaIkI
tTsqata ko ilae T/a[- ka jaaor satt ivakasa ko ilae mah%vapUNa- hO.

halaaMik AaoTITI PlaoTfa^ma- AaOr saOTolaa[T ba`a^DbaOMD sauiK-yaaoM maoM
Cayao hOM¸ p`itspQaI- banao rhnao ko ilae ivarasat ivatrNa kao tojaI sao
AnaukUilat krnaa haogaa.BaivaYya ihtQaarkaoM ko baIca sahyaaogaa%mak p`yaasaaoM
pr inaBa-r krta hO taik ek saMpnna¸ samaavaoSaI pairisqaitkI tM~ ka inamaa-
Na ikyaa jaa sako̧  jaao navaacaar AaOr inavaoSa kao baZ,avaa doto hue ivaivaQa
]pBaao@ta ja$rtaoM kao pUra krta hao. 




